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Subject: Membership Stickers | Club 4x4 meeting visits | Dashcam discounts 
From: 4WD NSW and ACT Inc <office @4wdnow.com> 

Date: 7/01/2024 1:28 PM 

To: <delegate.tam4wdclub @ gmail.com> 


Presidents Report 
Hi everyone and welcome to a new year, | hope you all enjoyed your Christmas 


= and New year break. 


Looking towards the new year and the challenges that await us, at the moment though we have to 
deal with mother nature and the wild weather that we are experiencing, it is sad to see so many 
lives lost to storm events, nothing is more important than your life, please do not take any risk no 
matter how minor you may think it is. 

January is usually a quiet month for the Association with most people still on holidays, so | am 


enjoying the opportunity to catch up on some stuff. February will see us in Port Macquarie on the 


17th for our quarterly meeting, this will give us a chance to catch up with the members from the 


area and as always | am looking forward to that. 

Also in the same month | will have a meeting with the Ministers Advisory Council for Heritage and 
environment and a meeting with Transport on vehicle standards as we get back into the work side 
of the job. 

Look out for some events coming soon, a first aid course and another work event at Green Gully in 


the Blue Mountains. 
cheers 


Craig Thomas 


President 
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Provide First Aid Blended - HLTAID0O11B 


This is a BLENDED COURSE - You have the choice of doing just one day 


training or an additional 4 hour online learning before the face to face 
learning. 


Book in ASAP, there are 20 available spots of this course and they will fill quickly. 


Date: Saturday, 10th February 2024 - Time: 9am to 3.30pm 
Location: Camden RSL, 23 Cawdor Road, Camden, NSW, 2570 


BOOK HERE 


2024 Membership Stickers 

l If your club doesn't have their membership stickers yet please 
į contact Maggie at office@4wdnow.com 
i They can be picked up at the 
office in Seven Hills or | can 
post them to your club. 
Remember these are the key to 
FREE use of State Forests for 
our clubs. 


We also have available some " | 
shit you not" stickers which 
promote doing the right thing in 
remote areas. Not everyone will 
want these on their car 
but they are available if 
you ask for them. | will 
only print to order so give 
me notice if you plan to 
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Please let me the know the qty when you send your postal address if they are to be 


posted. 


Delegates are invited to attend our upcoming 


meeting. 


Feb 17 2024 Quarterly - Port Macquarie 


RSVP to office@4wdnow.com to attend via zoom or in person 


Apologies to secretary@4wdnow.com 


Date: February 17th 2024 
Time: 9am start (hall opens 8.30am) 


Location: Mac Adams Music Centre. 33 Lord St, Port Macquarie NSW. 


Lunch provided 


ds DASHCAMS 
xÍ, AUSTRALIA 


å 
es 
wer 


Member 


checkout. 


DASHCAMS AUSTRALIA 
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Dash Cam Member 
Discount 


Keep safe on the roads with a 
Dash Cam from Dashcams 
Australia. We have a special 
limited time discount for our 
members. 


$30 off any Dash Cam over $349 
+ you get free express postage 
with signature on delivery. 


Head over to the website and 
enter the code DC4WD at 
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Cog Club 


DOES YOUR 64s 


INSURANCE 
GO HERE? 


We cover 4X4s, including their gear, anywhere they're legally 
allowed to be in Australia with options to keep trips on track, 
like cover for off-road recoveries and essential repairs. USE CODE FOUWHEO1 


WHAT WE COVER WHEN COMPLETING A 
gF Ag ane aa | QUOTE FOR A 5% DISCOUNT 


Camper Caravans Siide-On t 1300296296 @ club4X4.com.au 


mpers 


um premiums may reduce 


Platinum Partner Club 4X4 Insurance offer Association members a 5% discount on 
4WD, camper trailer and caravan policies, which can be redeemed with the 
discount code FOUWHE01 when quoting online at cluo4X4.com.au or by calling 
1300 296 296. The Member Benefits portal will be updated with more information, 
but please forward this email to your members in the meantime. 


Club 4X4 Insurance also offer a multi-vehicle discount and savings for completing 
recognised 4X4 or towing training that involves a theoretical or practical element, 
including Association training. 


David Carter from Club 4X4 Insurance would value the opportunity to present at your 
club meetings, so please email david.carter@edagroup.com.au if you are interested. 


G'day Clean Up champions, It’s official! Registrations for Clean Up Australia 
Day on Sunday 3 March 2024 are now open! The time to register is now — Join the 


fabulous Clean Up community and help to tackle our national waste challenges and 
protect our environment. 


STEP UP TO 2024 
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 5 
SUNDAY 3 MARCH Clean Up a 
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REGISTER HERE 


National Council update 
Sorry this is still going on but as you know this committee is all about transparency 
so the information is here and you can read it if you want to know more. 


So where are we now? 

It seems the National Council is happy to see the back of NSW/ACT. They have 
rejected our offer to "keep the door open" (see below) and have quoted the 
constitution that says we need to pay outstanding fees before a return would be 
possible. The constitution does say this but it doesn't have to be enforced, which is 
proven by the fact that Victoria (resigned Oct 2018) was not asked to pay when they 
returned in July 2022. It was not necessary to mention that in the letter, but yet they 
have. 


For those not familiar with the National Council members, there are currently five 
states as members (excluding NSW/ACT), each state should have two delegates 
attend meetings. Some states do not have two delegates. Only one. At best there 
are ten delegates but usually there are between three or four apologies. So six or 
seven people each month decide the fate of the Member Associations. These low 
numbers are why the Council is reluctant to remove our "removed" delegate. If they 
agreed to remove him then who would do the work? 


The issues that we face on the National Council are many and varied but ultimately 
at the heart is the fact that the majority of the states are very small and are cash 
poor. They rely on the Council to provide their clubs with insurance. They cannot 
obtain their own individual insurance as QLD, NSW/ACT and VIC have done. 
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(Victoria has now shared their policy with the Council). Even collectively they barely 
crack the 2000 member mark. This makes insurance expensive and as they provide 
little benefit for their members it's difficult to charge higher member fees to cover the 
cost. This is why they subsidise the cost of the insurance for their states with 
National Council funds. 


Insurance 

We have our own policy and have held this for several years. We can make 
changes in the cover as we see fit. 

Under our policy we can add coverage for special events for the Association or for 
individual clubs. 

We have control over coverage and cost and that gives our clubs security. 


National Embezzlement Case 

The police case against the former Treasurer of the Australian National Four Wheel 
Drive Council is progressing through the South Australian Court System. 

It still can't be talked about because it is pending before the courts, but we can say 
that our President (amongst others) has been called as a witness for the police 
against the former Treasurer. 

Craig made a police statement at the time it was reported in 2018 and it is expected 
that he will give this evidence by Zoom. 

The case is listed for hearing in 2024. 


Our resignation letter 

We resigned from the National Council after our November quarterly meeting and 
that should have been the end of all of this but the Council has replied to our 
resignation letter with more arguments and justifications. 


One point they have made is that they have never "said" or "written" that NSW/ACT 
shouldn't have members in QLD. 


The highlighted section below shows (from their reply to our resignation) that 
they wanted to start a new QLD Association and take our QLD members to 
form that Association. (full letter attached) 


3. National Council must clarify that at no stage was it mentioned verbally nor written that NSW / 
ACT should not have clubs that belong to the state of QLD. The National Council understand and 
support that there may be clubs which border on State lines and for the benefit of their clubs it 
may be beneficial to join a State Association with a more suitable location for trips etc. Iwas 


National Council. This would add an ay be an member to the National Association which would 


increase participation, motivation and the ongoing projects of the National Council committee to 
the benefit of all nationally associated members. This was portrayed on many occasions at 
National Council committee meetings and was minuted also, hence we feel this comment be a 
mistruth or mistake on NSW / ACT’s part. 


This is also mentioned in the Minutes of the Feb 2023 meeting. (full minutes 
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attached) 


5 Baydon asked re making a new Qld Association Maggie very much against as there are 10 clubs 
total of 300 members who were previously part of QLD Association and are now part of the 
NSW/ACT Association 

Apparently 4 of those clubs are Jeep clubs and have trepidations from past 
experiences with old QLD Association As Eric said QLD does not exist within the National Council 


at present 
Baydon’s thoughts are that the National Council is there to help 


Eric . We will register a State body as QLD Association and clubs who wish can join 
The June 2023 minutes say they won't be contacting NSW/ACT clubs (full 


minutes attached) 


needs to get together to form a strategy Maybe 
write to Qld Clubs and let them know we are here 
Half not aware of what is going on Eric asked 


ARMA have been contacting SA clubs 


But then five months later this draft letter to QLD was written by the Vice 
President (before our resignation was sent). It circulated for a week with no 
one except NSW/ACT questioning why NSW/ACT clubs are mention in this 
letter. 

\australian National Four Wheel Drive Council Inc 


PO Box 709, KIAMA, NSW 2533 
November 2023 


Dear The Four Wheel Drive Association Queensland, 


The Australian National Four Wheel Drive Council would like to offer a discussion with the 
management members regarding the Qld Association returning to the National Council in the near 
future. We would like to discuss the benefits of being involved with the National Council, which are 
three types of insurance, collaboration and support of the other states and territories of Australia 
and input into the ongoing operation of the National Council. 


\support’a consolidation of the state clubs within their own Association. The future of all four wheel 


drive clubs within Australia is promising and with good support and management from their relevant 
Associations and the National Council they can only prosper further. 


We would be very interested to meet with the committee via an online meeting to see what the 
future could be for the Queensland Association and the National Council. Please let us know via 


email to the secretary via secretary@4wda.com.au. 


Your sincerely 


Greg Daly 

President 

In my role as NSW/ACT Delegate 2, | have been at a couple of meetings where | 
have been asked to provide contact details for our Club members in QLD so that the 
Council Secretary could contact those Clubs. | have refused those requests. It got 
very heated on more than one occasion but | thought it had died a natural death, 
(June 2023 meeting) but looking at the letter above (dated Nov 2023) it seems it's 
back on the agenda. This resurgence of the idea is why it's mentioned in our 
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resignation letter. 


No member on the Council has offered any explanation or justification as to why our 
Clubs are being used as bait to entice 4WD QLD to a meeting. | have asked and 
been told that they don't see anything wrong with the letter as written. 


It's a shame that the potential of the National Council is not being met at this time 
and | truly despair for the future of the Council if they treat members so poorly and 
attempt to undermine states and the entire 4WD movement by creating new 
Associations to further their own gains. This is not the purpose for which the Council 
was formed. The fact that the Council has discussed and seriously considered 
creating a new state association in QLD to bolster their own membership is 
fundamentally wrong. This undermines the very foundation of the National Council 
and will impact 4W Driving in this country for many years to come. 


For the record NSW/ACT is apposed to the formation of another QLD Association. 
We argued strongly that all QLD clubs should be left alone. 


We tried to keep communications open! 

When ARMA left the Council and started winding up proceedings, NSW/ACT raced 
back to keep the Council viable because they needed five members and only had 
four. 

Our Vice President Lee Dunstan became the Public Officer and has been since that 
time. At the Council AGM in 2022 after we had lodged our formal complaint about our 
previous delegate there was a nomination for that same person to be made the 
Public Officer. We successfully argued that it was unacceptable. 


Now that we have resigned our membership, Lee has very graciously offered to 
maintain that position for the Council and also keep working on the Facebook page 
for them. This was a gesture by NSW/ACT of good faith that one day NSW/ACT 
would return when the situation with our "removed" delegate was resolved. 


The Council has declined this offer. As the Public Officer must reside in NSW we can 
only assume that our "removed" delegate will fill that role which further cements his 
position on the Council, which was their plan last November. 


It should be noted that the Council has not denied or tried to defend the attempts to 
manipulate us into their insurance. 

Many of the points that we objected to were not discussed at meetings in front of 
NSW/ACT delegates but only came to light when access was given to the Delegate 
2 email address that our "removed" delegate had been previously using. Everything 
that NSW/ACT has claimed is backed up by written proof. Often that proof is emails 
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written by the "removed" delegate themself. 


This should be the last word on the National Council but if you have questions please 


contact Maggie at office@4wdnow.com 


Council reply to our resignation HERE 
Council minutes Feb 2023 HERE 
Council minutes Jun 2023 HERE 
Council letter to QLD Nov 2023 HERE 
NSW/ACT Resignation letter HERE 


Maggie Thomas 


Adventure Show Eastern Creek 
September 6th 7th and 8th 2024 
Put it on your trip calendar now and start your plans for a Club or Region stand. 


The Volunteer (www.4wdnow.com) portal will open as we get closer to the show. 
Booking portal is OPEN to register for a Free Club or Region 
stand. (www.4wdnow.com) 


JUST IN CASE YOU MISSED IT..... 


Need a ZOOM meeting? 

Do you need a zoom meeting for your club? 

You are welcome to use the Association account. 
Please email Maggie with date, start time and duration. 


office@4wdnow.com 


4WD NSW & ACT and its Driver Training Unit 
proudly supported by 


ARB 


4X4 ACCESSORIES 
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This newsletter is written using information provided by relevant parties. 

If | write something that mentions "me or I" and there is no signature 

after it then it is a message from me. 

If you would like something to be added on behalf of your club 

please email office@4wdnow.com. 

Anything can be included as long as it's club based and for the benefit of clubs. 
The newsletter is monthly (about the first of each month) but we can do an 
extra "special" if there is something that is important that we missed. 

- Maggie Thomas. 

Copyright © 2024 Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT inc, All rights reserved. 
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